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which has subsequently been ascertained to be so fatal in its effects. It was with this same poison that Con-dorcet terminated his existence.
Napoleon constantly carried it about him. It was inclosed in a little bag hermetically sealed, and suspended round his neck. As he always wore a flannel waistcoat next to his skin, the little bag had for a long time escaped the observation of Marchand, and he had forgotten it. Napoleon was confident in the efficacy of this poison, and regarded it as the means of being master of himself. He swallowed it on the night above mentioned, after having put his affairs in order and written some letters. He had tacitly bidden farewell to the Duke of Bassano and some of his other friends, but without giving them, cause for the slightest suspicion. The poison was, as I have already observed, extremely violent in its nature; but, by reason of its subtlety, it was the more liable to lose its power by being kept for any length of time. This happened in the present instance. It caused the Emperor dreadful pain, but it did not prove fatal.
When the Duke of Bassano perceived him in a condition closely resembling death, he knelt down at his bedside and burst into tears. <( Ah, Sire!w he exclaimed; * what have you done ?>J The Emperor raised his eyes and looked at the Duke with an expression of affection; then, stretching to him his cold, damp hand, he said: (< You see, God has decreed that I shall not die! He, too, condemns me to suffer! *
The Duke of Bassano could never relate this scene without the most painful emotion. The affair was but little known at the time of its occurrence, notwithstanding the importance which was attached to the most trivial act of Napoleon. But it was deemed prudent to conceal from the knowledge of the multitude everything calculated to excite sympathy for the victim and indignation against his persecutors.and consisted of the prussic acid
